
Los Gatos, California 
8 September 1950 

Lieut. General Walter B. Smith, USA, 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
Washineton 25, D. C. 

Dear General Smith,­

I don't want to take the time or an extremely
busy man - but I do want you to ~ow that when I 
saw the other day that you had been as~ipned to take 
over the Central Inte11igence Agency, the news gave 
me a great big lift. In all seriousness I say that 
the American people are very, very lucky indeed to 
to have you in that important. position. 

My sincerest congratulations on this fine assign­
ment, General. And the very best of luck. 

Gen. Davis and I keep pretty murh in touch with 
each other, as is the case with ~everal others of the 
good old SHAEF gang. It was a pretty ~onderful group.
And comes the Dawn - shoold it he nece~!=ary - no doubt 
even some of we decrepits rould still deliver a punch 
or two to''''ard defeating an enemy. 

All best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

~&'2~__ 

E. C. Boehnke 

I 




19 Stlpt".r 1950 

Dear BUll 

Thank J'OU for your thoughttal l~ter of Sept..... 
8. Yev ooagratulat1oM and Jdnd NMI"kt on 1If3' .... 
~o1ntntnt are 8incerely aweeiated. . 

Th1a p-aada•• to be aa ditfioalt .a an.vtbing I have 
;yet WIlertaken and I do not look forward to it with any 
pleuure. . R01I'Ir'r'er, I am confident thnt I wUl ara.1n; sa 
in t.r. Plat, bave the a..1atance of __ firat-rate peoplAt 
and that together _ will III8lIa a go r:I 11'.. 

Please give ay best regards to General Davis and 
to any at' tlleold SIL\Ef' group nth whom. you &re JttUl in 
contact. 

'\ 

ColonelE. C • .BoehnIw, ,,1..
Poet. Off1c. Bax Tl8 
LH Ge.t.oe, CalJ.tcrrd.a 


